eee 
Speech of Lawyer Brief, 


F To his gang and the Gentlemen of the J ury. 


HERE are a ſet of men in ws world, 
of ſuch a tedious, tireſome, trifling, 


tion of mind, that they perplex, confound, 
entangle, and. puzzle every circumſtance in 
every "cauſe which they undertake to pro- 
tect, defend, and juſtify. Inſtead of coming 
to the point, matter, buſineſs, or debate, they 
deviate, vary, waver, and fly off therefrom. 
When we expect truth, ſatisfaction, convic- 
tion, and deciſion, we find, perceive, obſerve, 
and remark, nothing but uncertainty, am- 
biguity, doubtfulneſs, and difhculty. 
This, my Lord, I humbly apprehend, con- 
ceive, think, preſume, and ſurmiſe, is owing. 
to tediouſnels and prolixity; the nature and 
extent of which, I thall conſider, weigh, ex- 
amine, expiſcate, and ſcrutinize. 
In the firſt place, then, I ſhall ſhew, prove 
and demonſtrate, the nature of tediouſneſs 
and prolixity, by ſhewing, proving, and de- 
monitrating, that there 1s nothing ſo unnatu- 
ral; for the buſineſs of a tongue, utterance, 
ſpeech. or language, 1s to come to the point, 
argument, contemplation, or queſtion, at 
once, point blank, ſlap daſh, and conciſely, 
without any prevarication, equivocation, 
retardation, or circumbendibus whatſoever. 
And now, in the ſecond, ſucceeding, fol- 
„ lowing place, point, and preliminary, I come 
to promulgate the genius of tediouſneſs 
and prolixity; which is done, effected, per- 
formed, and brought about, by manifeſting 
that they have no genius at all; and fo far 


troubleſome habitude, temper, ind diſpoſi- 


ſpring, origin, fountain, riſe, and foundation 


nation, put a perio 


from any men of genius making uſe of them, 
none but your egregious, abſurd, ridiculous 
dolts, dunderheads, & blockheads, everadmit, 
acknowledge, receive, or embrace, any ſuch 
notions, ideas, maxims, principles, or tenets, 
Thirdly, my Lord, 1 beg leave, according 
to order, form, ſeries, and ſucceſſion, to ani- 
madvert upon the extent of tediouſneſs and 
prolixity ; and this is managed by demon- 
ſtrating, that it is infinite, & without bounds, 
and, conſequently, can have no extent at all. 
And now, my Lord, Iwill open the cauſe, 


of theſe vices, which is tautology; that is, the 
ſpeaking. ſaying, delivering, uttering, pro- 
nouncing, divulging, declaring, remarking 
obſerving, repeating, or expreſſing, the ſame 
identical, individual thing, an hundred, and 
an bundred, and an hundred, & an hundred, 
hundred, hundred times over. 

And nov, my Lord, I beg leave, pardon, 
permiſſion, and ſufferance, to lay down only 
{ix-and-fifty particulars ; each particular, my 
Lord, ſhall conſiſt of only ſeventy-two divi- 
ſions ; every diviſion ſhall comprehend, con- 
tain, and conſiſt of only eighty- two ſub-divi- 
lions; every ſub-diviſion {hall be concluded 
with the {i x-and-fortieth article; and every ® 
article ſhall conſume, expend, and colt, no 
more than an hour and a half. 

Here the Court was out of all manner of 
patience ; and the Jucge, with great indig- © 

to a diſcourſe, which, if 
the Lawyer's tongue had been immortal, © 


might have laſted to all eternity ! 111! þ þ 
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